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Social Care National Consultative Forum 
Residential Care sub-group

Tuesday 4 December 2012, 10:30-12:00
Venue: Room 801, Ofsted, Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, 
London WC2B 6NH
Attendees:
Lisa Pascoe (Chair, Ofsted); Angela Adams (Ofsted); Alison Trainor (ICHA); Claire Dorer (NASS) Lee Crisp (SAN rep); Shelley Murray-Stewart (DfE); Amanda Knowles (Horizon Care); John Page (Rep from ADCS group) Ruth Coler (Ofsted)
Apologies:
Mark Burrows (DfE); Clare Roberts (RFCs, Browning House); Dave Clarke (SAN, sent rep Lee Crisp); Valerie Tulloch (Action for Children); Maxine Wrigley (A National Voice); Jonathan Stanley (NCBRCC); Sarah Butcher (NASS, Prior's Court);
Minutes
1. Welcome to John Page as ADCS representative 


2. The minutes from the last meeting were confirmed as accurate. Issues arising that were not part of the agenda included:

· Restraint – there has been on-going work on restraint within secure children’s homes which will result in a report being issued shortly

· Deprivation and restriction of liberty – There has been on-going work on these two issues by the DfE and Ofsted and more information will be available in due course.

· Meeting with DfE between the Social Care National Consultative Forum to discuss been pursued by both Lisa Pascoe and Shelley Stewart-Murray. Lisa expressed her disappointment that there has been no response. 
Action Shelley Stuart Murray to pursue
· Ofsted is taking legal advice about how the Mental Capacity Act affects 16 year olds living in children’s homes.

· My Young Life presentation by Claire Dorer was well received.


Action: Once evaluated Claire Dorer to share further information with Lisa Pascoe to enable Ofsted to follow up whether this could be something that is put into Ofsted’s good practice website page.


3. Update on residential family centre inspection framework developments to form
part of the main NCF meeting. 


4. The DfE consulting on a proposed revision to the Registration Regulations, so that Ofsted can share the names and addresses of children's homes on their register of children's homes with the police, the Secretary of State for Education and the Office of the Children's Commissioner (OCC). The closing date for the consultation is 10 January 2013. You can view the consultation at: https://www.education.gov.uk/a00217568/changes-reg-7-care-standards-act  

5. 
Additional issue: the loss of good or outstanding judgements- Lisa Pascoe confirmed that Ofsted let corporate parents’ know that we will be scrutinising how they make decisions about removing children from placements whilst ensuring such decisions are in the best interest of the child within  the new looked after children inspection framework. All agreed that admission to a children’s home should be seen as a positive option.


6. The DfE working group regarding missing children is coming to a conclusion and DfE/Ministers will make announcements re outcome of the residential working groups including the work around an agreed definition of missing children shortly. 


7. The extent and impact of collaborative working between the police, schools, CAMHS and, where appropriate, residential services, is to be picked up in Ofsted’s new Looked After Children inspections which will commence in 2013. 


8. Questions about planning- Ofsted is able to answer specific questions about the number of children’s homes in a particular locality. Ofsted’s published ‘Providers and Placements data’ also gives information about the total number of providers in a particular area.  


9. Ofsted’s definitions of safe homes and safe areas- The DfE expert group is considering what these might be but early signs are that these will prove difficult to define and it may be more appropriate to look into how risk is continually re-assessed. 


10. AOB- This is Alison Trainor’s last NCF meeting as she is stepping down from ICHA. Lisa Pascoe thanked Alison for her constructive and helpful contributions and representation of ICHA.  
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